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This year marks the 50 anniversary of China’s Anti-Rightist
Campaign that began in 1957. The Anti-Rightist Campaign was an
important turning point in China’s modern history because it sparked a
series of violent policies that created a more totalitarian government. As
a result, democratic institutions, intellectual thought, and modern ideas
were destroyed to maintain power.

During this campaign, an estimated 550,000-1,000,000 men and
women who were educated in China and abroad were persecuted and
labeled “rightists” or ultimately “untouchables.” Intellectuals and
accomplished professionals were ousted from their jobs, banished to
labor in remote areas, and imprisoned in the Laogai. Many of the heart-
wrenching stories of this dark time in China’s recent history ended with
the deaths of victims in desolate corners of their motherland. The Anti-
Rightist Campaign left China in a chaos where political extremism and
legal injustice had become the norms. Although 50 years have passed, its
effects are still evident in China’s current political structure. Since 1957,
the policies of the Communist Party perpetuated by Mao Zedong and
then Deng Xiaoping have persistently destroyed China’s human capital,
and have quashed independent thought and democratic institutions.
Although people are no longer labeled “rightists,” intellectuals continue
to experience similar persecution today. The government's tools of
repression may have changed, but academic freedom and freedom of
expression and speech are still prohibited in China today, and those who
fight for these rights, like their 1957 counterparts, are still harassed and

imprisoned.



Given the significant of this campaign, the China Information
Center and the Laogai Research Foundation held an international
conference on the 50" Anniversary of the Anti-Rightist Campaign on
June 6-7, 2007 at Princeton University, and a symposium of the same
name on June 8, 2007 at Freedom House in Washington, DC. More than
20 men and women from mainland China, Hong Kong and other
countries who were labeled “rightists” during the campaign, as well as
informed witnesses, and internationally recognized scholars and
researchers participated in the conference. The speakers shared their
memories, experiences, and opinions about various aspects of the
campaign. “Past experience, if not forgotten, is a guide for the future.”
The intent was for the conference to expose the truth about the Anti-
Rightist Campaign through reviewing its recent history in hopes of
promoting the democratic process in China. The papers from the
conference, published here in book form, focus on the following main

topics:

What democratic institutions existed in China prior to the Anti-
Rightist Campaign?

e  What factors led up to the campaign?
Was the campaign a premeditated act after the Hundred Flowers
Movement as some suggest, or was it an unexpected result after
Mao felt the movement went too far?
What were the campaign’s domestic and international effects?
What were the various stages of the campaign?
What are some cases that typify what occurred during that period?
First-hand accounts of victims and their psychological journeys.
Connections between the campaign and the Great Three-Year
Famine and the Cultural Revolution.

If there is any hope for democratic reform in China, its leaders must
acknowledge their country's painful history and allow intellectuals to
flourish. It is hoped that the papers published in this book will contribute
to the debate and discussion engendered during the symposia at which

they were originally presented.
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By Jiang Shao
lipan

1. A Brief History of Unofficial Magazines

Magazines present a striking paradox in the Chinese context:
China was the first place in the world to develop print culture, yet it
never produced an unofficial magazine until the late 19th century.
Starting in the Tang dynasty (619—917), woodblock printing was used
to produce dibao or “official newspapers” to transmit announcements,
messages and news between the emperor and officials. During the Song
dynasty (960—1278), dibao became available to a limited number of
selected scholars and literati, but were strictly censored on sensitive
topics such as natural disasters, military information and official secrets.'

The English word “magazine” comes from the Arabic makza, which
means “storchouse.”” Magazines have been described as fields where
thoughts are stored and disseminate further thoughts.’ The earliest
periodicals in Europe appeared in the second half of the 1600s. They
were usually collections of summaries and essays on phenomena in art,

literature, philosophy and science. The earliest known use of the word

! en f eWsp s p. 8.

2 (h a om/c s ag ?view=uk), Oxford
ish.

and Chen Fengxiao.



“magazine” to denote a periodical publication of a collection of texts and
images occurred in the Gentleman's Magazine by Edward Cave in 1731
What is interesting about the Gentleman’s Magazine is that one can
already see the outline of the main elements of what the word
“magazine” would later come to mean in English. The term “magazine”

2 <6

has many synonyms such as “periodical,” “journal,” “review,” “serial,”

2 [13 9" [ 2 13 2 (19

“daily,” “weckly,” “monthly,” “quarterly,” “annual” and “gazette.”
Although something of a hybrid genre, magazines typically share certain
characteristics:

A magazine is an “open text,” i.e., a collection of miscellancous

texts or images that encourages the reader not only to understand

but also to overstand what is written.

A magazine aims to influence public views.

A magazine is published at regular intervals.

A magazine comments on events rather than reporting news.

A magazine is reproduced in multiple copies

The first modern magazine published in China was written in
English and entitled Chinese Monthly Magazine. It appeared in Macau in
the 1820s, and its contents were mainly Christianity, news and science.
In Chinese, a magazine is called zazhi, a word composed of two
characters, za and zhi. According to the Han Dynasty etymology (shuo
wen jie zi), za means “five colors mingled together” and zhi means
“records.” The literal meaning of the Chinese word zazhi is therefore
“miscellaneous records.” In the Chinese context, the earliest example I
have come across of the characters za and zhi being combined into a new
word zazhi was a translation by John Macgowan of a magazine called
Shanghai Miscellany (1862-68).°

The first unofficial Chinese magazines appeared in 1896, after

* Newspapers, http://www.georgianindex.net/publications/newspapers/news_sources.html.
5 Umberto Eco.
6 Ge, p. 27.
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China had been defeated in the Sino-Japanese War. Kang Youwei and
Liang Qichao organized a Society for National Strengthening and
published two issues of a magazine called Qiang Xue Bao (National
Strengthening Paper). Both Kang and Liang advocated constitutional
monarchy, and their magazine included petitions by a group of Chinese
scholars to Emperor Guangxu calling for governmental reform. During
that same year, another magazine, Su Bao, eventually taken over by
Zhang Taiyan, supported the ideology of revolution and the overthrow of
the Qing dynasty.” It can be said that the year 1896 launched the golden
age of Chinese unofficial magazines, which boomed during the Wuxu
Reform and the Xinhai Revolution, providing a forum of debate on
reform versus revolution, and pushing for political and social changes, as
well as facilitating the organization of political groups.®

After the Xinhai Revolution in 1911, the number of magazines and
newspapers continued to increasc despite stricter censorship from the
regime. During the New Literature Movement, Xin Qingnian (New
Youth) and Xin Chao (New Tide) were the two most influential
magazines disseminating concepts such as science, democracy,
liberalism and cosmopolitanism. Xin Chao magazine was affiliated with
the Xin Chao Society, which provided organizational support for the
May Fourth Movement and the series of movements that followed. The
challenge posed by unofficial magazines led to attempts by regimes to
suppress the magazines by bribing, imprisoning or even assassinating

writers and editors and closing down the publishers.” However, these

7 Ge Gongzhen and Zhou Nansheng analyzed why Chinese were involved in the press:
there was no voice and representation of Chinese people in magazines and papers,
although some writers were Chinese; there were different aims for foreign and Chinese
staff; the Chinese press could encourage Chinese to read papers and magazines in their
daily life, reject the dogma under which Chinese did not qualify for discussing China’s
issues, and establish newspapers and magazines. See Ge Gongzhen, p. 115 and Zhou

g, p. 220.
8 K., Li Yu-ning and Chang Yu-fa, The Revolutionary Movement During the
AG 0 als.
’ ,AH o Newspapers and Magazines, 1981, Zhang

Jinglu, History of China’s Recent and Contemporary Publishers. Among the journalists
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threats only served to increase public support and protests, which in turn
forced the authorities to compromise on many occasions. As
governmental control weakened, unofficial magazines began to enjoy
increasing popularity, and featured not only political and social issues
but also other aspects of life such as art, literature, entertainment, fashion
and taste. The boom of unofficial magazines also promoted a reform of
literature, with baihua (vernacular Chinese) replacing classical Chinese

as the written language in mainland China after the 1920s."

2. The Magazine as State Apparatus

2.1 Consolidation of party power

I will look at three significant methods used by the CCP in its
struggle for and consolidation of power. The three mechanisms used
were: military administration, political campaigns and the formation of
international  alliances.  Military =~ Administration =~ Committees
(MACs)—Junguanhui—maintained and wielded power, causing terror in
society through political campaigns that employed mixed measures of
use, restriction, reform and elimination to force people to submit to CCP
ideology and rule. The CCP allied with the Soviet bloc countries to
garner international support, and to defend and expand its power against
the KMT and its American allies.

2.1.1 Military mentality and practice
From its birth in 1920, the CCP regarded magazines, like all other

media, as key revolutionary weapons to spread its ideology and influence

and editors killed were Shen Jin (3£7), Bei Xiaowu (/N5 ), Shao Piaoping (HR
#), Lin Baishui (%% F7K) and Shi Liangcai (52 7"); http:/www.xschina.org/show.
oyong/3_1.shtml.
ese Novel,
http:/sjeas.skku.edu/upload/200605/Chen%20Ping-yuan.pdf.
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to the public. Mao regarded the “pen barrel” (the media) as one of the
two most effective weapons to achieve power, the other being the “gun
barrel” (violence).'' Magazines helped the CCP create alliances to
oppose and ultimately defeat the KMT."

Following the defeat of the KMT army by the People’s Liberation
Army (PLA) in 1947, the CCP gradually expanded its power throughout
mainland China and established the People’s Republic of China in
October 1949, while the KMT government escaped to Taiwan and
continued its rule there under the name of the Republic of China.

During the Civil War period and the initial years of CCP rule, the
CCP not only eliminated or arrested KMT members and other
individuals who were considered dangerous, but also carried out strict
social and media control. With its military victory in 1947, the CCP first
set up MACs in whatever areas the PLA had taken over from KMT
control. The top PLA leader in the area, as the director of the MAC,
served as the highest local official in the years between 1947 and 1953."
Although a few members of allied parties were sometimes included in
the military committees, they had minor roles under CCP control and
were subordinate to CCP branches and directors.'*

To consolidate power, the CCP carried out a series of further

measures. First, the MACs took over the cultural sector, including

U1 Chinese News history, 1985 edited by News department of Fudan University , News
in by 1996
12 d« pol ows out of the barrel of a gun” (Mao
1938) in Mao’s selected works

13 Some areas were administrated by MAC:s earlier than 1949, such as the Northeast area;
others were taken over by the CCP administration in 1952. See the CCP Central
Committee on military administration instruction: http://news.xinhuanet.com/ziliao/
2004-12/06/content_2300870.htm. PLA history, http://www.chinamil.com.cn/sitel

1

s esser role than their colleagues in the CCP’s
“Central United Government” in 1949. The “United Government” included other
parties that opposed the KMT. But CCP members occupied all the most significant
administrative sectors such as the military, the media, foreign relations and finance.
After 1957, almost all the members of other parties in the CCP government
disappeared. Zhang, Yihe and Xie Yong, Other Parties in China after 1949,
http://www.nen.org/asp/ zwginfo/da-KAY.asp?1D=71449&ad=4/26/2007.
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schools and publishers, KMT government agents, police bureaus,
military bases and financial departments, including banks and factories."
Second, all non-communist magazines were confiscated, and news
agencies were strictly instructed or monitored by MAC branches. Within
a short time, publications had to obtain licenses from their local MACs if
they hoped to continue publishing. Third, MACs ordered most foreign
media and journalists to cease all publishing activities.'® The MACs
permitted only selected foreign publications and news agencies in these
areas to continue publishing CCP propaganda for the international scene.
These reports, which helped the CCP export its influence abroad, were
then imported back to China to strengthen the CCP’s internal propaganda
efforts. For example, four foreign journalists were allowed to report on
celebrations for the establishment of the PRC: one from the USSR, one
from Italy (L’Unita) and two from North Korea.'” During the Korean
War, journalists from the United Kingdom (Alan Winnington from Daily
Worker) and the Soviet Union were permitted to cover news events
organized by the CCP, including a visit to North Korea.'®

During the 1940s it was very difficult for small companies and
individuals to establish unofficial radio stations because of limited
financial resources and technology, but some unofficial radio stations
existed before 1949 in KMT-controlled areas. After 1949, the CCP
confiscated all unofficial radio stations. In addition, the CCP mastered
the revolutionary functions and strategies of newspapers and magazines
and prevented the rebirth of unofficial magazines that would challenge
its power. MACs often instructed CCP media to take over KMT media
offices. For example, the newspaper Jiefang Ribao (Liberation Daily, the

15 Chen Yi, Report on the Takeover of Shanghai, http://cpc.people.com.cn/GB/69112/
69114/69126/4742113.html, and Structure of the Hongzhou MAC, http://www.zjda.
gov.ct/show_hdr.php?xname=CPOGHUO&dname=ESNAIUO&xpos=24.

16 People’s Daily, 1949, I FEE LK INES 15 10AMEE R K ILE 3.

17 People’s Daily, 22 September 1949. See also Fang Hangi, China’s Media History, vol.
3,p. 55.

1# Peng Hangqi, vol. 3, p. 65.
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CCP organ in Shanghai), took over Shen Dao, the longest-running
newspaper in modemn Chinese history.'® Before the PLA took over an
area, the underground CCP branch in that area assessed and catalogued
all local media so the MAC could deal appropriately with them.

In November 1949, the CCP set up a General Administration of
Press and Publication (GAPP) for the PRC, *° with agents at the central,
provincial and local level monitoring various media and reporting on
them to the MAC. In July and August 1952 three regulations were
introduced: 1) a “Temporary administrative regulation on books,
magazines and publishing,” 2) temporary magazine registration methods,
and 3) provisions regarding prohibited books and magazines.*' The first
and the second type of regulations required all magazines to obtain
licenses from the authorities, while the ideological tendencies of the
publications were directly monitored by CCP propaganda bureaus and
public security bureaus at the central, provincial and local levels. The
third regulation was aimed at prohibiting counterrevolutionary books and
magazines. An additional monitoring regulation for magazines and
books** was promulgated in October 1952. Furthermore, there were
regular instances of “invisible control mechanisms in Chinese Media.””
After 1952, the MACs were eliminated and the propaganda departments

took charge of controlling and monitoring magazines.

19 Ma gren, 1

2 His fthe n  ress and Publication,
http://news.xinhuanet.com/zhengfu/2003-02/26/content_746710.htm.

(A EWMAIEBILMEGR)) (1950 4F)

m

2 nt xun.com/hero/renbm

/13_1.shtml.

2 The ‘Invisible’ Control Mechanism in Chinese Media, http://chinadigitaltimes.net
/2004/06/the_invisible_c.php?show_all=1. There is a regular control regulation:
http://www7. 42087
57 790.html.
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Figure 1: The media control strategy of the CCP

Arrows in Figure 1 indicate the general direction of authority. From
1949 to 1952, the MACs and their local branches controlled all the media,
including newspapers, magazines, books and radio stations, with the
advice, monitoring and administrative assistance of GAPP. Between
1952 and 1982, the Central Propaganda Department (CPD) and its local
branches controlled the media directly. Since 1982, the CPD and its local
branches have set direction with the advice and control of GAPP and its
local branches, which then implement the direction. People’s Daily is the
central Party committee’s organ and the propaganda model for all official

newspapers.

2.1.2 Political campaigns

Between 1950 and 1953, the CCP began a series of campaigns such
as Suppress Counterrevolutionaries, Land Reform24 and Oppose America,
Aid Korea to strengthen its power. The Oppose America, Aid Korea
campaign helped the CCP form and consolidate its international alliances
and advocate nationalism and mass cohesion in order to strengthen its
power. A series of terror campaigns combined persuasion and threats to
pressure and brainwash individuals. Moreover, the CCP formed an

official work union controlled by CCP branches in the cities to enforce

24 In some CCP-controlled areas, Land Reform took place before 1949
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the Party line, monitor employers’ thinking and control personal income.
Professionals in the fields of publishing, education, culture and health, in
particular, were put into various work units® controlled by CCP branches.
Personal income and political opinion were controlled under the work
unit system.?® Thus, freelance writers and publisher who had been
independent of the government before 1949 were required to join work
units controlled by the authorities as the CCP proceeded on the
construction of a totalitarian system.

Moreover, Mao’s policy on intellectuals was to use, restrict and
reform intellectuals to strengthen the Party’s power. It was for this
purpose that the CCP waged its Thought Reform campaign (1951-52),
imposing administrative and regulatory measures to force all
professionals in the fields of publishing, education, culture and health to
follow and promote Party ideology in whatever they taught, researched,
wrote and presented.”” All professionals were obliged to study official
ideology and undergo self-criticism, and the criticism process had to be
accepted by their CCP branch.

The Thought Reform campaign was succeeded by a series of
campaigns against intellectual professionals, including criticism of the
film Wu Xun’s Story® as well as two famous scholars, Hu Shi and Yu
Pingbo (1954-55). The purpose of these campaigns was to cut off and
dilute the influence of non-communist ideological and political thought
(or, using the CCP expression, “bourgeois ideology”) in order to
establish communist ideology as the norm and model. Propaganda
became increasingly subtle and influenced the political thinking of many
Chinese. These campaigns caused anxiety among professionals who

were labeled as pursuing bourgeois ideas in opposition to official

25 See Wei d rganizations of scholars and professionals.

%6 Wei Che a’ tuals Since 1949.

%7 Xie Yong, Origin of the Thought Reform Campaign and its Influence on Intellectuals
= propagandist,
http://news.xinhuanet.com/ziliao/2004-12/16/content_2342492 htm.
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ideology, and who feared becoming the targets of criticism and failing to
keep pace with the times.”” In addition, the CCP advocated training “new
socialist intellectuals” to replace the “bourgeois” scholars.*® This take-
over propaganda model became an effective and common strategy for the
government: the CCP’s endless campaigns made promises to different
groups, labeled them as privileged social groups or classes, and
mobilized them against whatever group the CCP needed to crack down
on at any given time. Thus the CCP gained effective control over the
media and monitored heterodox thinking.

The Purge Counterrevolutionaries campaign (1955-56) continued
the strategy of eliminating the enemies of the CCP. However, this time it
mainly focused on enemies within the CCP and among its allies. The
“Hu Feng counterrevolutionary group” was one of many targets
identified in this campaign.’’ Hu Feng and his friends were imprisoned in
a labor camp for more than 20 years because Hu sent a petition to Mao
criticizing the Party’s cultural policy. The CCP had regarded Hu Feng as
its close ally when the KMT ruled mainland China. Hu Feng had
published magazines that expressed support for CCP ideology before
1949, and wrote poems in praise of the CCP and Mao immediately after
the establishment of the PRC. In line with the principle that counter-
revolutionaries had to be suppressed wherever they were found, the CCP
and Mao took the opportunity to expand their suppression to innocents
who had sympathized with Hu Feng. The CCP campaigns “had a
deterrent function vis-3-vis the population, who assisted in

institutionalizing the lie (propaganda).””

2 Zhun Ming, Who judges history? Criticizing the Yu Pingbo Movement,

http usc.cuhk. h d sas 28.
3 Tho formand n S list s at People’s Daily, Fang Lizhi
interview,

3! Ding Shu, Public Conspiracy, p. 67-82.
32 Rupnik, p. 275.
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2.1.3 International relations

The Cold War followed close on the heels of the Second World War
The CCP and the KMT continued their struggle for power following
Japan’s surrender. Civil War broke out from 1946 to 1949, immediately
after China became one of the victorious nations of the Second World
War, even though although the CCP and the KMT had formed a
temporary alliance against the Japanese during the Sino-Japan War. After
1945, Communist troops defeated Nationalist troops with the help of the
Soviet Union and also, initially, the U.S. Following the KMT’s takeover
of Taiwan, the two sides ultimately established separate overseas
alliances, the CCP with the Soviet bloc and the KMT in Taiwan with the
American bloc. The CCP broke all relations with the main western
countries and established Sino-Soviet relations as its most significant
diplomatic strategy, resisting the possibility of the KMT returning to
mainland China with help of the U.S. Soon after 1949, many countrics
established diplomatic relations with the PRC, but some significant
exceptions, including the United States, insisted on the KMT’s Republic
of China (ROC) as the sole legitimate government of China. The PRC
maintained diplomatic relations with the Soviet bloc and with the United
Kingdom, Denmark, Finland, Sweden, Switzerland and the Netherlands,
which recognized the PRC in the early 1950s.”> As public relations
strengthened international relations, and in particular the close
relationship between Mainland China and the Soviet bloc countries,
China attempted to keep its influence in the West while preventing and
blocking Western democratic thought from entering China. Thus,
Chinese thought and ideology was increasingly influenced and

reconstructed by official ideology imported from the Soviet bloc.

33 People’s Daily and Francoise Mengin, A Functional Relationship: Political Extensions
to Europe-Taiwan Economic Ties, http://journals.cambridge.org/download.php?
file=%2FCQY %2FCQY 169%2FS0009443902000098a.pdf&code=9df99fa7165be491
5bc15f69c7fael6.
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2.2 The Censorship Mechanism

The CCP had no special understanding of magazines, simply
viewing them as another propaganda medium to persuade the masses to
support socialism and CCP rule. In this sense, the CCP did not
distinguish magazines from other propaganda media such as radio, books
Or newspapers.

The CCP’s main control methods from 1949 to 1957 included not
only militarizing the administration of the media, as described above, but
also circulation control and transformation of private publishers to direct
state control. In this way it formed a propaganda prototype in which
propaganda and censorship were two sides of the same coin to construct
a totalitarian system and effectively control society.

Whereas before 1949, publishers could publish their materials with
limited censorship, under China’s post-1949 totalitarian system, public
space was to a great extent destroyed by the indoctrination and violence
of the regime. Under a totalitarian system, propaganda and censorship
led to a situation where people could not form an independent and
collective consciousness as citizens to protect their rights.

The CCP carried out continuous campaigns to force people to adjust
their memories in terms of what to forget and what to remember; that is,
to forget civil resistance and civic consciousness, while remembering
current official ideology. In the same way, censorship blocked out any
thought that contradicted the regime’s current purpose while continuous
propaganda strengthened the CCP’s current ideology.

It is rather ironic that the CCP used the magazine to climb its way to
power, then turned around and abolished all unofficial magazines. After
the CCP came into power in 1949, it began to suppress and eliminate all
unofficial media as well as tightening controls on the official press. All

remaining magazines had been founded by the CCP or its allies in the
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carly 1950s.** Soon afterwards, magazines run by the CCP’s allies were
also closed down, confiscated or transformed into Party media.*> From
the mid-1950s, the number of official magazines began to increase. The
CCP also used the dibao model — Neibu Cankao (Internal Reference),
the distribution of which was strictly limited to senior CCP officials. The
downfall of the Qing dynasty and the KMT taught the CCP that it could
never have come into power if the KMT had strictly controlled the press.
The CCP regarded people involved in unofficial magazines as anti-CCP,
persecuting them ruthlessly under the labels of “counterrevolutionary
groups” *® or “groups endangering state security.” Many editors,
participants and supporters of unofficial magazines were executed,
imprisoned or sent to labor camps.’’ For this reason, most unofficial
magazines had to exist secretly as underground media. In addition, the
CCP continuously purged dissidents within its own ranks and imagined
enemies of the Party in order to prevent potential alliances between
official and unofficial magazines.

Besides military and financial control and its monitoring process,
the CCP controlled all magazine circulation, and all postal service and
paper supply. Publications were mainly circulated through the Xinhua
bookstores*® supervised by local CCP branches and GAPP, and any
sensitive content in official magazines was suppressed in a timely
manner through the magazine monitoring process. The circulation of a

few private publishers was controlled by Joint (Sanlian) Publication,

3 Chinese News History, 1985, edited by Journalism Department of Fudan University;
Peer Magazine Discourse in the Early 1950s, http://www.usc.cuhk.edu.hk/

id=
3 the se Government Controls the Media,
http chal .shtml.
¥n1 has with the equally

elastic notion of ‘endangering state security.”” In “Whose Security? ‘State Security’ in
China's New Criminal Code, A joint report by Human Rights Watch/Asia and Human
Rights in China,” http://hrichina.org/public/contents/article?revision%
5fid=17161&item%5fid=14336. See also Security as Justification,

37
38 2
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under monitored by CCP branches.

Some magazines that were very friendly to the CCP and were
initially allowed to continue publishing nevertheless discontinued
publication shortly after 1949 because the CCP organizations that
controlled their circulation refused to distribute unofficial magazines. To
take Hu Feng as an example, his Qidian (Beginning) was allowed to
register, but stopped publication®® after three issues because of lack of
distribution. Although Hu Feng and his peers resisted the KMT’s press
control before 1949, many of these professional editors and writers not
only adhered to the CCP’s line but also demanded that their thought

1’40

tendency peer groups toe the line as well,™ resulting in the annihilation

of subjectivity and objectivity.*!

2.2.1 The transformation of private publishers

Between 1949 and 1951, all non-communist media founded before
1949 were taken over, confiscated and reorganized, and then re-
registered under the direct control of MACs in accordance with
totalitarian rules on education, culture and publishing. In 1948, the CCP
announced an “Administrative regulation on Chinese and foreign
newspapers, media and news agents.” According to this regulation,
administration of the media should not follow the model of other private
companies but should be taken over and controlled by the Party.
Generally speaking, other private companies were allowed to continue
running from 1949 to 1952 if the CCP judged that they had nothing to do
with the KMT. But all private media were taken over by the MAC,
regardless of whether they were relevant or irrelevant to the KMT. Not
all private assets were confiscated, but exceptions were made only when
the private investors had no influence over the editing, publication or

circulation of the publication. After 1953, all investments in publications

zz Take Hu Feng an example, http://www.usc.cuhk.edu.hk/wk_wzdetails.asp?id=4740.
Ibid.
*! Hannah Arendt, The Origins of Totalitarianism.
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and other private companies were required to be sold to the state.

2.2.2 Control of magazines

The few magazines labeled by the CCP as allies had their editorial
boards controlled and monitored by CCP branches. Meanwhile, all
printers, paper suppliers and print media distributors were controlled by
official publication agents.

The CCP not only shut down or controlled all private magazine
agencies but also repatriated, arrested or even killed the majority of
reporters and editors who had operated before 1949. In 1945, there were
1,848 magazines (146 state-owned).** Between 1949 and 1950, there
were 295 magazines.” Out of a total of 10,000 media reporters, 99.3
percent were trained by the CCP, according to 1950 statistics.** Only 12
percent of all editors worked in unofficial media.* In my research I
could not identify any
unofficial magazines earlier
than 1957, after the CCP
came to power.

Chu Anping was one
editor who survived after
1949. In 1957, he was labeled
a “rightist” and disappeared.

In the Mingfang period, he
criticized the CCP as the
“empire party,” and became
famous for his statement,

Under T e the Figure: Original Square cover

2 Fu Zhengyuan, p. 164, Chinese Ministry of Information, China Handbook 1937-1945,
New York: Macmillian, 7 FR T ¥ FE 87, 1952.

3 aokan Dougao Zhinan.

44 vol. 3, p. 53.

* Tbid.
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question was whether there was enough freedom; under CCP rule the
question is whether there is freedom.”

For the CCP, magazines, like newspapers, were a means of
controlling the dissemination of information, propaganda and totalitarian
language to force the individual to become “an automaton, a walking
corpse” and society to become Homo Sovieticu*® through violence,
organization and administrative power. The existential philosophy of the
individual under totalitarian rule thus “prefers internalized self-

censorship to institutionalized censorship.”’

%6Jacques Rupnik, Totalitarianism Revisited in Civil Socicty and State, Keane, p. 273-4.
4 Rupnik, p. 277.
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International Conference on the 50th Anniversary of the Anti-Rightist Campaign
ERIMAKRFE R AEH 50 B4 B IFE R LR

Sponsored by:
The China Information Center (CIC) and the Laogai Research Foundation (LRF)
2 FRAGEF S FHALR

June 6 (Wednesday)
Morning Sessions

SAXBERZ) £F

Location: McCormick 101 (in the Art Museum),
Princeton University

Hob BRI KF (L AR 4948 A McCormick 101)

8:30-9:00a.m.:
Breakfast outside McCormick 101
24, McCormick 101 &% Z 5k

9: 00a.m-9: 30a.m:
Opening Ceremony 7 & X,
Chair: Dr. Chen Kuide

EH MARE

Silent tribute to the victims over the
past 50 years of the 1957 Anti-
Rightist Campaign

%] 1957 4F-vA %k 50 M A6 A Ik
STERX

Yu Ying-Shih, Professor emeritus at
Princeton University:

Welcoming Speech

i BRI

Mr Harry Wu (former rightist, Head
of the CIC & the LRS): Opening
Remarks

XA LA BRI —HLEL

Ms. Lin Xiling

(former rightist): Opening Remarks
HAE4AEE (BER)
NG
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Mr. Huang Zerong

(former rightist): Opening Remarks
FERLE (RAER) :
SBAREEA

9:30a.m.--11:10a.m

Panel I: Background and Causes of
the Anti-Rightist Campaign

F—F RAEESN: HFEAERR

Chair: Prof. Perry Link,
Princeton University

ERHA LR K FMRIT IR AR
Speakers: . HFA:

9:30—9:50a.m.

Mr. Zhang Yidong (former rightist)
Not “Open Conspiracy,” but Self-
Deceiving Hypocrisy

RERAR B A

AP, AL

9:50—10:10a.m.

Mr. Zhang Xianchi (former rightist)
The Background and Causes of the
Anti-Rightist Campaign.
Rt (RAER)
BAB W FFa5 B

10:10—10:30a.m.

Mr. Ren Zhong (former rightist):

My Experience with Life and Thought
as a Rightist

I
266

ROLFHRAEH

10:30---11:00a.m.

Discussants: #F# A

Mr. Yao Jianfu 3% £ %4
Mrs Xing Xiaoqun R &4+
Mr. Yu Meisun it

11:10---11:25a.m.
Coffee and tea break &%
(ere 5 3 4K)

11:25---12:45p.m.

Panel 11:

B RAEW S QERES:
# B 4ot ORI

Chair: Dr. Wang Youqin
IHA ERFELE

Speakers: £ HFA:

11:25---11:55a.m.

Prof. Zhang Lifan (Institute of
Modern History, The Chinese
Academy of Social Sciences) :

On Mao Zedong’s Motivations in the
Anti-Rightist Campaign

I RER “RAE” SR

11:55---12:25p.m.

Mr. Zhang Heci,

Why Did the Anti-Rightist Campaign
Happen ?

RALE (BRRATFEFH)
BRI TF —— ARk 5+ A
228 RAE? )



12:25---12:45p.m.
Discussants: #F# A

Prof. Yao Renjie (former rightist)
BeA= R FAR (R A IR)

Mr. Zhang Xianchi (former rightist)
RIS (RA )

12:45---12:50p.m.
Closing Remarks by the Chair
FHANE

12: 50---2:00pm
Lunch Intermission (Whig Hall,
Princeton University)

FA

June 6 (Wednesday) Afternoon

Sessions

XAXBERD) TF

2:00---3:20p.m.

Panel I1I: Development and Stages
of the Anti-Rightist Campaign
FZF: RAENEENEK

Chair: Mr. Harry Wu

EHA RBERAE

Speakers: £HFA

2:00—2:20p.m

Mr. Lu Qingfu (former rightist):

The Observations of a Rightist on the
Unfolding of the Campaign
MEAAR AL (RAER) :

— ARt B E BT AR S A

2:20—2:40p.m

Mr. Shao Jiang : The Unofficial
Magazine Square in 1957

BRI 1957 FHGAEEFTRE
%

2:40—3:00p.m.

Mr, Dang Zhiguo (former rightist,
scholar, writer):

Family-State, Party-State and the
Anti-Rightist Campaign, read by Prof.
Huang Guanhong

KB (RAER, FH. E):
ERAF. RRTHRAEZ

(B FHIIRHALRA B %)

3:00—3:30p.m.

Discussants: #F#EA:

Mr. Zhang Heci 7K48 #&

Mr. Peter Tang /&

Mr. Fang Nengyu ( former rightist )

7 R (R A k)

3:30---3:35 p.m.

Closing Remarks by the Chair
EHANE

3:35---3:40 p.m.

Coffee and tea break

& (ol 34K)

3:40---5:00p.m.
Panel IV: Typical Cases in the
Campaign

Bw¥: EHPRBES
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Chair: LA
Mr. Huang Zerong
BERELE GLH, BRAER)

Speakers: £ HFA

3:40---4:00 p.m.

Ms. Huang Xiaolu (daughter of
Rightist Huang Wanli):

Mao Zedong as Viewed from the Life
of Rightist Huang Wanli

FHR: AEREFTEN AL

4:00---4:20 p.m.
Mr. Yu Luowen: My Father, My
Brother, My Rightists’ Family

BEFX: KA REL: LLse
RI5i8
4:20—4:40p.m.

Discussants: 7F# A
Mr. Jin Zhong 445t 4£
Mr. Hu Ping #-F £ 4

4:40---6:00 p.m.
Panel V: Tragedies and the

Psychological Effects on Victims
FEY AR ERIR LS AR

Chair: Mr. Yao Jianfu
ERHA BRBEALE (FH, RY
P REMNBEMRTEHALR)

Speakers: £ A
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4:40---5:10 p.m.

Mr. Cheng Qingmin (former rightist):
My Life as a Rightist

BRRAE: RAAEREE

5:40---6:00 p.m

Prof. Yao Renjie: My Experience as a
Rightist Since 1957

WA= &

W AAERK B 1957 SR E 7

Mr. Guo Donghai (former rightist) :
Never Forget--A Message for the
China of the Future

FREAE (RER) . REE
B——atRR T B — R

6:00—6:30p.m.

Discussants: #F# A

Dr. Wang Yougin

( Chigago University )
IARFME (ZhFXE)

Mr. Shao Jiang

BRI A

6:30---6:35p.m.

Closing remarks by the Chair
FHANG

6:35---8:30 p.m.
Dinner Party 8.5

June 7 (Thursday)
Morning Sessions

~A-t8EHw) EF



Location 3%
McCormick 101 (in the Art Museum),

Princeton University

8:30---9am
Breakfast outside McCormick 101
F%-, McCormick 101 &3%Z 5k

9:00---11:00a.m.

Panel I: The Anti-Rightist
Campaign, the Great Famine and
the Cultural Revolution: Historical
and Spiritual Links

B RAELRMA. XFEHX
BK: ey AT

Chair: Ms. Xing Xiaoqun
EHA MANBLE

Speakers: EHFA

9:00—9:30a.m.

Dr. Wang Yougqin ( Chicago
University): The Connections between
the Anti-Rightist Campaign and the
Cultural Revolution from the Point of
View of the Victims

EAFME: NZAEHARES L
F M KEK

9:30—10:00a.m.

Mr. Yao Jianfu ( Chinese Scholar,
Former Researcher on CCP

Policies ) : The Essential Connection
between the Anti-Rightist Campaign

and the Great Famine

B ERACEH, Ry T REEK
HAEEHRA):

M CRAER? B CRIE” #LR
W——stiTd “REMIEAF
7 4 BIRAT

10:00---10:30a.m.

Mr. Wei Zidan (former rightist): The
Anti-Rightist Campaign and the
Cultural Revolution

wERARE (RER)
BEEAEEXFE

10:30---11:00a.m
Discussants: 7##A:

Mr. Yu Jie & A& 4E

Ms. He Qinglian T i %+

11:10---11:25a.m.
Coffee and tea break
8 (owedk 5 2545

11:25---1:00p.m.

Panel II: The Anti-Rightist
Campaign and Modern China’s
Institutions

F=: RAEEZEFH AR T B4
Chair: Mr. Zhang Lifan

FRA FLALE

Speakers: EHFA:

11:25---11:45a.m
Mr. Harry Wu: The Anti-Rightist
Campaign and the Laogai System
Finiak A BAELETHK

269



11:45---12:05p.m.
Mr. Yu Jie: The Anti-Rightist
Campaign and the CCP’s Modem

Slavery Camps
RALE: RAEEFHEFHEHAN
WEETE

12:05--12:25p.m

Ms. Lin Xiling: Reflection on the
Anti-Rightist Campaign
WAL i CRAE” RS

12:25---12:55p.m.

Discussants: #F A

Mr. Huang Zerong & F R4
Dr. Chen Kuide [ £&& 1§+

12:55---1:00p.m.

Closing Remarks by the Chair
EHANE

1:00---2:00pm

Lunch (Whig Hall, Princeton
University) &

June 7 (Thursday)
Afternoon Sessions

~ALBEHD) TF

2:00---3:20p.m.

Panel III: The Anti-Rightist
Campaign and Current Intellectual
Situation in China

£=%:

BAEZH S 485 n

270

Chair: Mr. Yu Jie
IHA RALAE

Speakers: £ HFA:

2:00---2:20p.m.

Ms. Qi Jiazhen: The Weaknesses
Chinese Intellectuals before and after
1957

FEN: FE&RS T ML R
A 1957 A5

2:20--2:40p.m.

Ms. He Qinglian: A Comparison of
the Living Conditions and Values of
1957 Rightists and Contemporary
Chinese Intellectuals

gttt Hkh 445 FEiR
FE AR E G HEIRE) # Pui

2:40—3:00p.m

Ms. Xing Xiaoqun: The Story of
Rightists and Political Reform

TR Bt BROBOEKFE L

3:00—3:30p.m.

Discussants: #F# A
Mr. Sha Xuanhe ¥ 8 et & (R A& )
Mr. Peter Tang B #1754

3:30---3:35 p.m.
Closing Remarks by the Chair
EHRANG

3:35---3:50p.m.
Coffee and tea break



& (ordkl 540)

3:50---5:25p.m.
Panel 1V: Historical Memory and
Contemporary China

Foa¥: Fixiies SR E

Chair: Dr. Chen Kuide
IHA KiE

Speakers: L HFA

3:50---4:10pm

Ms. Zhang Yihe ( Read by Harry
Wu) : Some Records and Memories
about the Campaign

Fithkt (BRPARERAE
i) HEAH—LERFEL

4:10---4:30p.m.
Mr. Hu Ping: Thoughts on the Anti-
Rightist Campaign from a Later

Generation
oA
— A AT B A 0

4:30---4:50p.m.

Mr. Huang Zerong: (former rightist):
Economics Must Be Independent in
Order for Character to Be
HFERLE (BUR, RER) :
ARER L, BHE ;-5

4:50—5:20p.m.
Discussants: TF# A
Mr. Wu Yashan X 3.y,
Mr. Zhang Lifan F35 M
Mr. Harry Wu & 7438

5:20---5:25p.m.

Closing remarks by the Chair
EHANG

End F] %
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ARBE (F. EX)

* Communist Charity 2000 &
A Comprehensive Report on the Harvesting of Organs from

the Executed Prisoners of the People’s Republic of China

o (R REEII) 2001 4E
— KT ERHECAE S T RS

o (EEFRIEM) 2003 4F
——H E R AR F BUR VR

« (FBHEFFAME G 2004 4

* Better Ten Graves Than One Extra Birth 2004 4E

China’s Systemic Use of Coercion to Meet Population Quotas

« (REKM B B EERMD XIBeH 2005 4F

o (IFSFEMDY 2003-2004 2004 £

o (HIMEFEMD 2005-2006 2006 5

o (RAWITXED 2008 4E

FiEE S Mik:  www.laogai.org ;
HEGEERH D WY Wik: www.observechina.net
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